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MANY things may happen before the
professional cycle racers suspend
operations for the season of 1897,

but It looks very much as though the
championship crown would again be contestedfor with Edward C. Bald and
fThomas Cboper figuring In the star roles,
dt was a neck and neck finish last year,
-and the friends of each rider claimed the
honors of the year for their favorite.
While Bald had several points the better
of Cooper In the percentage table, the
Detroit boy won the more Important races.
Including four national championships, and
C ni lir-rt first In the hut nu rila-

qualified for objectionable tactics. Cooper
also captured the big record race at SpringHeld,and his all-around showing was severaldegrees better than that of Bald.
6:111 the two completed the campaign so

close together that the question of suTHE

SLDEPATH MANIA.
Cyclists Can't Be Kept from Riding on

the We^Beaten Paths Along
the Country Roads.

If cycling Is a maula there Is also a

tnauia within a mania. No sooner does
oik- become fairly skilful in riding the
wheel than he Is beset with the desire to
ride on the sldepaths that he can find.
Ninety per cent of ail bicycle riders will
tell; you that they prefer sldepaths to
mil' adam roads, when the sidepaths are

smooth.
When the weather has been favorable

for a period of some duration the sidep..tbIs pretty sure to be good on the surface*no matter how narrow It may be.
"While riding over it the cyclist feels a

certain elasticity and springiness that is
not perceived on asphalt or on the best
macadam road that was ever built. A naturaldirt path tramped by pedestrians, or

rolled smooth by the passage of bicycles,
i about as near being ideal riding as

anything that can be Imagined.
1 other charm of sidepath riding Is

lr. its novelty. It takes a goo<T eye, and
often the most skilful steering to navigate
n shlepntb successfully. Deep depressions
are no f sad uly, where the last rain
washed a gully in the roadway, and the
c.vcilsr taunt ho ready to back pedal on a

iDOttsent'.1 warning. Often there are trees
on <> side a;. a fence on the other, with
j"st the niuDwest* space for the nder to
c u oze through. Then is when the cy4. . ....

"list li.xC.'S 1.0 sHyW 1318 SK111.

|'i re are i ; of trees to be avoided,
-in- jtiiii - that are apt to .be opened

the most cn'.vj icious moment by the
hid, blind dltehcs thai have wrecked
my a front fork, and narrow strips of
.uii over sCtuc uilniaiure ravine where |
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premacy was not settled entirely In the
minds of the cycle critics.

It will be a most determined battle betweenthem, and according to the latest
reports both riders are In better condition
thus early than they have ever been.
Bald Is buckling down to his work In a

manner that Indicates that he Is well
aware ot how tough a proposition Cooper
Is certain to be, and the latter has done
his work with the knowledge gained by
experience that the Bison belongs to the
class of riders who are never beaten.the
sort of rider who may be second one day,,
but is more determined than ever to be
first on the next occasion. Prom present
Indications it doesn't appear as though
there would be any series between Bald
and Cooper until the season Is well under
way, and perhaps It Is Just as well that
such Is to be the case, for the events will

a brook comes tumbling down after the
Spring rains.
The riders coming from the other directionare a source of some concern. How

carefully cyclists approach each other, and
with what an evident feeling of satisfactionthey proceed if they manage to pass
on a particularly narrow Isthmus between
ditch and fence!
Some of the best sidepath riding In this

vicinity is on the road from Pearsall's to
Far Rockaway. and on the Merrick road
after leaving Babylon. From Oakdale to
Sayvllle the path winds in and out among
huge trees, and In some places there is
barely room to swing around one monarch
of the forest and avoid the next.
The sidepath riding isn't as alluring

over in New Jersey as it used to be, for
tne verv good reason that the New Jersey
people have inade all their country roads
after modern ideas, and the sidepath has
become a thing of the past. However,
cyclists will not b'e disposed to growl much
about that.

SHORT AND VARIED.

Pleasant Trip for Bic\cle Riders Who Want a

Day's Outing Without Going Too Far.
New York cyclists and Brooklyn cyclists

who would like to make a circuit of that
section of Greater New York embraced In
the eastern part of Brooklyn, Jamaica and
Flushing, finishing at Ninety-ninth street
In New York, will find the following route
quite pleasant for a Sunday or week day
trip. It Is not particularly long, the roads
are good quite all the way, and It embracessome ferry riding, as well as some
bicycle rldlna.

Start, say, from Twenty-third Street
Perry In New York. Cross to Broadway
In Brooklyn. After leaving the ferryboatride up Kent avenue to Sonth Ninth
stret, turn there and go to Bedford avenue.The trip up Bedford avenue is the
same as that outlined in the short trin in
last Sunday's Journal. When you have arrivedat the top of the Bedford avenue
In'-linc, instead of turning to the right as
nearly all riders do turn on their way to
Coney Island, tarn left W nroceed along
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keep until the national meet, If necessary, j
when the two can have It out In the na-

tional championships.
Tom Butler and Arthur Gardiner.
Tom Butler and Arthur Gardiner completedthe quartet which wound up the seasonin advance of all the others. Butler's

career was one of the surprises, and the
manner In which the Boston midget
romped away from the other In many a
flnisri caused unbounded enthusiasm on
the tracks. Tommy, however, did not have
the stamina and endurance to undergo a

long and arduous campaign, and in the
concluding meets he began to display symptomsof staleness, which ought to have deterredhim from the unsuccessful French
expedition, undertaken in company with
"Brother Nat," early In the Winter, Tommy
has a finishing sprint that will again carry
him across the line In front this year, but
he will have to save himself as much as
possible if he desires to remain in the first
flight.
Arthur Gardiner possesses any amount of

Eastern Parkway to Stone avenue. There
tnrn lpft nna hlnolr tr» niotimnrA nvpniip.

Follow It straight to the cltv line and continueon Broadway, a splendidly macadamizedroad, to Jamaica. At Rockaway avenueIn Jamaica turn left to the principal
street of the town.
Opposite Pettit's Hotel In Jamaica the

road begins to Flushing. It bears to the
left as It leaves the village and ascends
rather a steep hill. On the way to Flushingthere will be two or three good opportunitiesto coast. Keep the bicycle
well In control, however, for this road Is
thickly travelled and a good watch must
be maintained for other vehicles. The
road is in splendid condition and leads directlyto Flushing.
Should the rider desire to make the short

ride about Flushing, he would be well
repaid, for it lis a beautiful town, whose
streets are adorned by many large and
wide-spreading shade trees.
The road from Flushing to College Point

leads out of the centre of the. former
town, across the salt meadows, to the resortso much patronized by New Yorkers.
There was a time when this road was in
miserable condtiion and there were ruts
in it deep enough, almost, to bury a bicycleand the rider out of sight. The
authorities of Queens County, however,
assisted by others whose interests were
Involved, took hold of the road, and it Is
now in the best of condtiion. Turn to the
right when College Point is reached and a
ride of a short distance brings you to the
street leading down to the ferry.
The sail across East River at this point

is interesting and delightful. The river Is
filled with Doats of all kinds, from the
simple cat to the magnificent floating
nnlncoa that nnvifrntp the Sound. A half
nour's ride brings the cyclist to Ninetyninthstreet, in New York.
It isn't such a very pleasaDt ride from

the ferrvhouse to the better streets of the
metropolis, but the best way is to push
through to Fifth avenue, which Is paved
with asphalt. Then, if the rider lives in
Brooklyn, he should go down the avenue
to the en dof the asphalt pavement, turninginto the park and continuing along the
east drive to the Fifty-nin*h street entrance.Turn to the left on. Fifty-ninth
street to Madison avenue. Then ride
straight south to Twenty-six h street, at
which point turn left to I est avenue,
from which it is an easy mat to get to
Twenty-third street ferry.
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speed, but'the trouble with the flaxenhairedChicago youngster Is that he loses
heart at the critical moment, and drops
back a beaten man when a little more
pluck would win the race for him.
Walter Sanger was not much In '96, and

his performances of a startling nature were
few and far between, his most notable victorybeing won at. Louisville from scratch
in the two-mile handicap tha't aroused more
enthusiasm than did the national championships.Hard luck seemed to follow the
big fellow, and his misfortunes were many
and varied. In a match at Watertown, N.
Y., he defeated Bald, but the tables were
turned on him by the same rider In Milwaukeelater in the season. Of course,
"Wooden Shoes" will try his luck again,
but he cannot be regarded as a very dangerousdisputant for top notch honors.
John S. Johnson came on very fa6t In

the wind-up, but preceding it had been a
Kuronenn effort, in which he gained few
honors. In the big invitation race at the
noted meet of the Quill Club. Johnson
would have finished the day a winner had
not the storm interfered and compelled the
postponing of the final heat of that muchFORGOT

COMBINATION.

Tommy Titheringrton's Hard Luck with His
Brand New Bicycle

Lock.

Tommy Tltherlngton has a brand new

wheel. It Is colored almost as brilliantly
as a barber pole.
Tommy rode out to Claremont the

other day an<J> drank a bottle of ginger ale
with a little lemon peel on the side. It
was a nice private tipple, all Tommy's own
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he was wear.v and warm.

The day before Tommy Tetherington had
purchased a patent combination lock for
his bicycle. He did not need It at Claremont,but he thought It would be a good
opportunity to try it, so he fastened the
lock to his wheel.
By and by, after Tommy Tittherlngton

had partaken copiously of ginger ale, spiced
with lemon peel, he decided 1lhat It was

time to go home. He stepped to the keeper
of bicycles and presented his brass.
"You've got a lock on this wheel," said

Hit? V.UOLUUIUU.

"I know it," replied Tommy Titherington.
"and it's a deuced clever lock, too, donch'know."
Tommy stooped down to unfasten It.
"Aw," said he, "it's a turn to the right,

a turn to the left; no, deuce take It, it's
two tnrns to the right, and a turn.pshaw,
let me see."
"I don't believe In them locks, nohow,"

said the dispenser of brasses.
"Deuced fine, mr dear man, deuced fine,"

said Tomm/ Titherington. "No fine can
possibly.aw.deprive you of your wheel,
donch'know. Two turns to the J eft, one
turn to the right, stop at A. No, dem'me,
that wont do, donch'know."
"Forgotten the combination, si ?" venturedthe custodian, rather consoli gly.
"How dare you. sir, how da; you?"

said Tommy Titherington. "Ah, I aye it;

THE CC
c State Division, L. A. W.

.Kcwjl

V,"

muddled but nevertheless great race. The c
attack of typhoid fever that came near

snuffing out the life of the popular little i

Swede has not left him in a condition for <

hard training, and it looks very much as $
though he would not be a factor in the j
struggle. How he will make out without <

the guidance of Tom Eck, who has been i

his mentor since his debut, remains to be (
seen.' '

The sturdy youngster who hails from 4

Dayton, Ohio, will be the Eckian star this ,

season, and the white-haired trainer has
set the ball rolling by issuing a challenge j
to the winner of the possible, but not prob- ;

able, Bald-Cooper match. Of all the
Americans who crossed the ocean during
1896, Kiser did more that was really creditable,and on his return to this country
he gained considerable notoriety by win-
nlng a mile open nt Philadelphia, though
it came about through his cunning in catch- 1

lng Sanger's rear wheel in the final sprint
and t^eh beating out the big fellow. If
the composition of a champion is includedin Riser's make up, it will be
brought out by Eck. who understands that
upon the success of his rider depends his

two turns to the east.ridiculous, perfect-1
ly ridiculous, thinking of Forrest Jones'
launch, so I was 'pon honor. One turn.
I wonder if it turns at all, donch'know."
"Can I help you, sir?"
"Hush, my good man, hush. Cawn't

you see I'm thinking? One turn.now
where the deuce does it turn? It's so very
uncomfortable, donch'know, stooping here.
I think I'll take a hit more ginger ale."
Then Tommy Tltherington ordered more

ginger ale. When he had refreshed himselfhe returned to the wheel, but the combinationwas as elusive as ever. "Demnitlontake the wheels!" exclaimed Tommy
Titherington. "Demnitlon 'take the lock.
Demuition take everything and everybody.
Call an expressman and don't stand there
grinning, my good fellow. Have the wheel
sent to the city."
Rack Tommy Titherington strode with

tneairieui strim's n» me dispensary ui 5mgerale. Bitterly he communed with his
thoughts the remainder of the afternoon,
and when the sun was sinking over the
heights of Hoboken and the little birds
sang sweetly in the trees a lone coupe
stole silently forth from Claremont. The
night wind brought strange mutterings.
"Zhew rights t' lef? No, sshew turns t'
right, stoppin' at let'er X. D'you say
two lef's to turn? That don" go. It's two
turns to X. Say, driver, w'at is it? Glye't
up? Soda I."

ONE HONEST MAN
Dear Editor: Please inform your

readers that if written to confidentially
I will mall in a sealed letter the plan
pursued by which I was permanently
restored to health and manly vigor afteryears of suffering from Nervous
Weakness, night losses, and weak,
shrunken parts.

I have no scheme to extort money
from any one. I was robbed and swindledby quacks until I nearly lost faith
in mankind, but, thank heaven, I am
now well, vigorous and strong, and
anxious to make this certain means of
cure known to all.
Having nothing to sell or send C. O.

D., I want no money. Address JAMES
A. HARftlS, box 224, Delray, Mich.
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iwn reputation.Charley Murphy, the Brooklyn veteran,
vas another one of those who failed to
iarn his salt while in quest of European
fold, and after his return he did nothing of
>artlcular note, and fell many points short
)f his '95 showing. He is now hard at
ivork at Manhattan Beach, but has yet to
Hsplav the speed that will be necessary to
fvin the money In the fast going that Is
rertain to characterize this year's racing.
Bay Macdonald, the Staten Island boy,

Evho was a team mate of .Tohnson In Eu-
ope, naraits 11 is nanivcriug 10 uavc uuuuici

:ry with the foreigners, and he is studiousy*grinding away at the Savannah track,
[f he can educate himself up to the sprint
that made him a winner in 1895 he will
oe sailing down the bay 011 some pleasant
lay In June en route for the other side.
Last year a mile open at Indianapolis was
lbout the only thing that Ray succeeded In
lccomplishing.
Prominent in the list of those who are

(veil regarded as likely quantities is Jay
Eaton, the Jerseyman. who has established
beyond doubt his right to the title of
"Indoor King." "Zlinmy" McFarland, the
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Callfornlan, who In a way resembles the
celebrated "Grinder," recently negotiated
a competition mile with single pacing In
2:00, and ho Is highly considered by those
who pretend to understand the ability of
the riders. Owen Kimble, the Kentucklan,
who Is now matched for a series with Bald,
Is well thought of, and Fred Loughend, the
Canadian champion, is expected to perforin
in capable fashion. A. 1). Kennedy, a

product of Chicago; L. A. Callahan, who
comes from Buffalo, and Fred Allen, who
registers from Springfield, Mass., compose

x,riirv nmnsp hnnp«j rlur-

ing the season, but each one of them usuallyfalls down just about the time he becomesa scratch man in a handicap. Al
Weinlg. the big Bison, and Charley Wells,
the Californian giant, are two others who
often fall to do what Is predicted of them.
L. D. Cabanne, who ran Bald so closely

In the Spring of '95 and then got mixed
up In the much-discussed St. Louis scandalin the Fall of the same year, re-entered
competition at Springfield in September
last, but found the company had become
too fast for comfort. Business duties will
keep Cabanne out of tile game this year.
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